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ANEVENING 
OF WORSHIP 


Last fall, internationally acclaimed 

worship group Rend Collective led 

the Redeemer community in a night of . 
energetic and passionate worship as 

part of Redeemer's:largest visit day 
in its history. 
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COVER STORY 


New 
Programs 
to Expand 
Redeemer’s 
Impact 


6 // Update from the President 

The work of God's hands is evident at Redeemer University 
| as the institution moves forward on exciting new academic 

programming including its first master's programs. 


10 // Meet the Chaplains 
Get a peek into the lives of Redeemer's chaplains as they 
share about their goals, joys and hopes for the future. 


19 // Unearthing Christian 
Environmentalism 
Redeemer faculty members and alumni contribute to a 


milestone resource at the intersection of Christianity and 
environmental studies. 


24 // The 40 Hottest Days 


A student journeys to Iraq to participate as a global 


mobilizer intern and as a teacher, following God's call 
on her life. 
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26 // British 
Invasion 

The Oxford Study 
Programme is an 
opportunity for 
Redeemer students to 
experience academic 
and spiritual growth in 
an enriching culture. 


36 // Success 
Beyond the 
Scoreboard 
Recently inducted 

into the Royals Hall of 
Fame, former student- 
athlete James Walraven 
'93 is thankful for 

his transformational 
experience at Redeemer. 


46 // The Language 
Jesus Spoke 
Professor of history Dr. 
Jonathan Loopstra recently 
co-hosted a symposium 

in Spain, sharing his 
knowledge of ancient 
biblical manuscripts with 
other international experts 
in ancient languages. 
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On print and digital channels, Redeemer 
University's overarching story—its m:ssion 
—resounds. The influence of Redeemer's 
graduates echoes out into their communities, 
their churches and our culture. The ripple 
effects of God's Kingdom are in the lines of each 
story we tell, from the profiles of faculty printed 
on the pages of this magazine to the student 
achievements we celebrate in web stories and 
email newsletters. 


We invite you to join us as we celebrate the 
amazing work that God is doing through 
Redeemer and its graduates. Connect with 
us not only through the magazine but through 
the year at redeemer.ca/resound. 
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Redeemer University is a Chnstian 
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ON. campus, Redeemer has prepared graduating 
classes—the next generation of Christian 
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president 
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HE WORK OF GOD'S hands is evident in the halls 
and classrooms of this university, in the weekly chapels 
drawing students to worship him and in the stories of hope 
you'll read in this issue of Resound. He is good and faithful. 


In a noisy world with so many things vying for our attention, now more 
than ever, the university needs to be clear about its mission and vision. 
After a consultative process with Redeemer's board, faculty and staff, I'm 
excited to share Redeemer's new mission statement: Preparing students 
to reflect the love of Jesus Christ in every career and calling. This, of 
course, speaks of the work Redeemer has been doing for over 40 years and 


communicates it with fresh clarity. Read more about the new vision and 
mission statements in the story on page 8. 


As Redeemer approaches the end of its current strategic plan, Learn. 
Forward., we are completing a number of academic initiatives. Building on the 
strong foundation of a four-year liberal arts and sciences university degree 
rooted in the Reformed Christian tradition, the institution will look to expand 
and diversify its program offerings over the next five to 10 years. As part 

of the Strategic priority to innovate for student and graduate success, the 
university has been engaged in exploring new program pathways and delivery 


“I’m excited to share 


Redeemer’s new mission 


statement: Preparing 
tudents to reflect the 
love of Jesus Christ in 


every career and calling. 


models to meet the changing needs of today's 
students for tomorrow's world. You can read more 
about flexible formats for new microcredentials 
and certificate programs and how Redeemer is 
making plans for its first master’s programs on 
page 16. 


The university is also exploring partnerships 
with other institutions that will help more 
students serve God in their chosen fields. 

Last fall, we reached an agreement with Dordt 
University to help applied social science 
students advance their education. Students 
who graduate from Redeemer University with a 
degree from the applied social sciences honours 
program can fast-track their path to a master of 
social work at Dordt. Agreements with Tyndale 
University and Our Lady Seat of Wisdom 
College to allow students to transfer credits and 
complete Redeemer degrees in biology, health 
sciences, psychology and business faster have 
also recently been approved. 


Overall, it has been a tremendous year at 
Redeemer as we have lived into the theme of 
Learning in Christ. It has been a blessing to 
welcome two new chaplains to Redeemer (learn 
more about them on page 10) as we support and 
the heart of Redeemer’s mission: the discipling 
of students into a deeper relationship with Jesus 
Christ. We seek to do this work holistically, 
rooted in the Reformed Christian worldview 
that all of life falls under God's sovereignty and 
can be claimed for his Kingdom. Even as we 
build new academic program opportunities, we 
also invest in mental and physical health and 
wellbeing, networking and career preparation 


",.. the university has 
been engagedin 
exploring new program 
pathways and delivery 
models to meet the 
changing needs of 
today’s students for 
tomorrow's world.” 


for students, modern sustainable facilities and 
meaningful worship and spiritual growth opportunities 
across campus. Read about the significant investments 
being made to care for student mental health on page 12. 


Looking forward, I am excited that work on the next 
strategic plan has already begun. As an institution, 
we remain committed to the founding mission and 
purpose of Redeemer. We are excited to see the new 
and innovative ways in which God will lead us to work 
out that mission over the coming decade. We remain 
grateful and appreciative for the ongoing support 
and prayers of the wider stakeholder community 
and we give God praise for the amazing ways that 
he has blessed Redeemer and is using it to make a 
transformative difference in the lives of so many. @ 


/ 
= s ’ Dr. David Zietsma 
" = Prasident, Recdeanier University 
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Clarifying the 
Mission 


Redeemer University refines its mission 
to better communicate its intent to prepare 
students to reflect the love of Jesus in 


every career and calling. 


VER THE COURSE ofits 41-year history, 

Redeemer University's mission hasn't changed. 

It has always offered a liberal arts and science 

education that is directed by Scripture and 
explores the relation of faith, learning and living from a 
Reformed Christian perspective. It also supports research 
and creative endeavour. But over time, the way that 
mission has been communicated has evolved. 


Recently, Redeemer's leadership identified a need to 
update the language used to communicate the university's 
mission and vision. A consultative process with faculty, 
staff and Redeemer's board was undertaken to ensure 
alignment with key stakeholders of the university. 


“It's important for faculty, staff, students, prospects and 
the support community to have a clear understanding of 
why Redeemer exists,’ says president Dr. David Zietsma. 
“Clarifying our mission ensures we all understand the 
ultimate purpose of the university. It inspires the work of 
faculty and staff through a clear common goal, inspires 


“It’s important 
for faculty, 
staff, students, 
prospects and 
the support 
community to 
have a clear 
understanding 
of why Redeemer 
exists.” 


Mi NDS RENEWE D 
LIVES T RANSFORMED 


WORLD REDEEMED 
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Redeemer's support community to 
pray for and support the university 
financially and, most importantly, 
attracts students to Redeemer.” 


This past November, Redeemer's 
board approved the new mission 
statement: Preparing students to 
reflect the love of Jesus Christ 

in every career and calling, 
Everything Redeemer does serves 
the purpose of getting students 
ready intellectually, spiritually, 
socially and technologically to meet 
the opportunities of the marketplace 
and face the challenges of life in 
ways that can communicate the 
hope of the Gospel. This applies to 
any kind of student and encompasses 
faculty research, creative endeavour 
and the wide array of activities and 
initiatives of the university. As God's 
image bearers, students (as well 

as faculty and staff) are called to 
join the redemptive work of Jesus 
Christ in their careers, communities, 
churches and homes. 


So what would it look like if 
Redeemer were to accomplish 

this incompletable mission? The 
new vision statement is: Minds 
renewed, Lives transformed, 
World redeemed. “Minds renewed” 
and “Lives transformed” reference 
the calling of Romans 12:2 to not 

be conformed to the patterns of 
this world but to seek the good 

and perfect will of God. Beginning 
with the mind, a holistic Christian 
education includes mind and heart, 
body and soul, expanding and 
changing everything in all areas 

of life, learning and work. “World 
redeemed’ is the already and not 
yet of our present moment and the 
final act in the drama of Scripture. 
As we all move towards that glorious 
moment, we rest in the knowledge 
of Christ's completed work while we 
Strive to follow his call here and now, 
wherever he leads us. @ 


Introducing 
The Studio 


An initiative of the 
Innovation Centre, The 
Studio is a for-profit student 
video production company 
offering affordable and 
professional services. 


HEN ORGANIZATIONS 

HAVE digital storytelling needs, 

Redeemer University students have 

them covered. This winter, Redeemer's 
Innovation Centre celebrated the launch of its 
first student-run venture, The Studio, that 
provides video creation and editing services to 
businesses, ministries and churches. The Studio 
empowers student creatives and gives them 
opportunities to use their skills and talents to 
provide quality services at prices well below 
industry standards. 


The Studio offers a suite of video production 
services, such as recording, editing graphics and 
animation, drone photography, copy writing and 
music sourcing. Clients are able to choose from 

a variety of video types, such as inspirational 
company videos, testimonials, product tours, real 
estate videography and special event recording. 
Video production services are available at half 

of industry and market rates, which, locally, 

Start at $1,000 per finished minute. The Studio 
offers packages that begin at two to five finished 
minutes, though custom projects will have their 
own unique pricing models. Completion timelines 
vary by project scope and student schedules, 
though the average project can typically be 
completed within four to six weeks, 


As a fully equipped company, The Studio supplies students 
with professional cameras, lenses, lighting equipment and 
editing software. The Studio has started with a roster of six 
student videographers/editors, as well as one business/project 
manager. The Studio content creators are gifted videographers 
and editors, and the majority are honing their craft through 
their studies in the media production program. Under The 
Studio, students will operate as independent contractors, 
working directly with clients to create and complete video 
projects. Supervision and oversight will be given by the 
director of the Innovation Centre, Harold DeVries. 


“The Studio provides a unique skill-hardening and 
entrepreneurial experience to students while responding to the 
digital storytelling needs of internal and external stakeholders 
of Redeemer University, says DeVries. “I can't wait to see all the 
creative ways students will use their gifts and talents for the 
benefit of others in the community” 


“|can‘t wait to see all the creative 
ways students will use their gifts 
and talents for the benefit of 
others in the community.” 


The Innovation Centre, which opened in 2023, is Redeemer’s 
campus hub for innovation and entrepreneurship. In the 

future, the centre hopes to explore additional student venture 
opportunities where students can grow their creativity in 
professional environments. To get in touch about being a client. 
visit The Studio's website at redeemer.ca/the-studio and fill out 
the project form or email thestudio@redeemer.ca. @ 
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FOUNDATIONS 


Get a peek into the lives of Redeemer's chaplains as they 
share about their goals, joys and hopes for the future. 


Rev. Dr. Bill DeJong ‘93, faculty chaplain 

Born in Hamiiton. DeJong lives in the city with his 
yife Kim. where they raised four children. DeJong 
ho!ds a PhD from McMaster Divinity College. 


Rev. Samuel Kim, student life chaplain 


Born in Korea, Kim lives in Mississauga with his 
wife Kyungsun and three children. He is currently 


pursuing a doctor of ministry at Tyndale University. 


Q: What were you up to before becoming a chaplain at Redeemer? 


a ——_ 1 


BD: I was the lead pastor at Blessings Christian Church, 
which I helped found in 2015. I preached every Sunday, 
chaired meetings, was part of the growth and vision 
team and did outreach events. I also spent time in 
international student ministry with McMaster University 


SK: ] have been a youth and senior pastor in local churches 
for the last 24 years. Pastoring has been my calling since 
the age of seven, and it has never changed. I have lived in 
six different states in the United States, the most recent 
being Hawaii. After a two-year sabbatical, God had opened 


hi and Mohawk College students and taught about one my heart to what ministry can be. God opened the door at 
course per term at Redeemer. Redeemer, and | entered. 

| Q: What are you most excited about in your new role? 

! : 


BD: Redeemer, in part, by posting this position, is saying, 


SK: I love hearing the stories of students. They send me 
“We value the people who work here. We want to see that 


emails, or sometimes they just walk in, asking questions and 
sharing their struggles. As an older Christian, I'm able to try 
: to understand their situations and share wisdom that I have 

How can we be a uniquely Christian workplace?” In my acquired throughout my life. { just enjoy being with them 
mind, there's never been a greater need for Christian 


and learning from their lives, It keeps me going as a mature 
higher learning than today. Christian and mentor. 


they're being spiritually formed and supported.” It's not 
only, “How can we deliver Christian education?” but also, 
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Q: How are you navigating a career in ministry within an academic setting? 


BD: One of Redeemer's core beliefs is that scholarly 
endeavour and academic inquiry are a kind of worship. 
We engage in scholarship as Christians, and we offer our 
scholarship as a sacrifice of praise to the Lord. I'd like to 
assist faculty in understanding how their scholarship is 
worship and seeing the importance of engaging inquiry as 
followers of Jesus. 


SK: I was formerly in leadership positions, with a lot of 
responsibilities and decision-making. Here, I can focus on 
students. They're my ministry. I consider myself a pastor on 
campus, here to help and mentor the students, building close 
relationships with them. 


Q: What values guide your work at the university? 


BD: My strategy is to love faculty and staff, as well as to 
communicate the love of Christ. I think Redeemer is small 
enough for me to be attentive to the lives of people. We are 
all a little bit more fragile than we realize, and we could all 
use some encouragement. Though they’e brilliant, faculty 
members have struggles, challenges and weaknesses, too. 
Also, I want the staff to understand that they're just as 
indispensable as the faculty. 


SK: I believe that imitating the life of Jesus is the key. We ought 
to be different in the world, but we don't always have to fight 
with, or give into, its ways. Through approaching relationships 
in love, you can draw people to the Lord. It’s about having the 
character of Jesus Christ, bearing the fruit of the Spirit in daily 
life. I've learned to listen more than speak, as young people like 
to see older people be curious about their lives. 


What is your part in fulfilling Redeemer's mission? And why is it important? 


BD: | am very convicted about what Redeemer is doing, and 
I'm eager to support its mission. I'm in a supportive role now, 
and this is a big difference from pastoring. Now, my work is 
behind the scenes. I feel a bit like a coach, cheering on the 
team. You might also say I’m a public spiritual health officer, 
using all of my senses to pick up on what is happening. 


SK: I believe my part is helping students find true identity in 
Christ Jesus. If they have the mindset that “I am a child of God, 
1am loved by God and Jesus died for me, the things people say 
or do to them won't really matter. Wherever they go with their 
careers and whoever they meet, they will be confident in the 
Lord and themselves. 


Q: Other than Jesus, who in the Bible would you like to meet face-to-face? 


BD: I would like to meet Peter. He denied Jesus three times 
and then encountered Jesus, who offered him forgiveness and 
grace. Jesus did not write Peter off but still wanted to work 
with him, use him for his purposes, be a friend to ae and 
pardon his sins. It would be amazing to say to him, ow was 
that like to meet up with Jesus and be forgiven by him?” 


SK: I would say David: the greatest king ever in the history 
of Israel, a true man of God and a man after God's own 
heart. I liked him so much as a kid. He was a sinner like 
ourselves, but he was loved by the Lord. I'd love to ask him, 
“When you experienced betrayal, how were you able to 
worship God?” @ 


SPRING 2024 | resound nN 


Caring for 
the Whole 


Student 


Student mental health services 
at Redeemer will expand this year. 


ENTAL HEALTH 

SUPPORTS for students at 

Redeemer University are seeing 

additional investment this year with 
the creation of a mental health case manager 
role and the expansion of the student health 
clinic to integrate mental health services. These 
initiatives are both part of the implementation of 
the mental health action plan and investment 
announced in December 2022 and the 
recommendations from the mental health task 
force last May. 


The new mental health case manager, who 
began work in January, will strategically care 
for and assist students and help connect them 
with various mental health supports and 
resources. This key point of contact will assess 
and triage students to get them the help they 
need wherever they may find themselves on the 
mental health continuum. The case manager will 


also develop plans for students after a mental 
health leave or crisis. 


“Having dedicated full-time mental health Staff 
support for students at Redeemer will playa 
significant role in getting students the support 
they need whether here on campus or in the 
Hamilton community,” Says Kevin Johnson, dean 


of students. “We're pleased to be able to care for 
Students in this way.” 
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Students who are facing barriers or experience higher risk to their 
mental health can be assessed and receive individualized support. 
The new case manager will also communicate and facilitate mental 
health and wellness programs and services across campus. 


In time for the fall 2024 term, a fresh expanded space that brings 
physical and mental health services under one roof is also set to 
be completed. 


“The design phase is just beginning, but we're excited to upgrade 
and bring together all these services for students in one space on 
Redeemer's campus,” says Johnson. 


The upgrade will incorporate the current services offered by the 
student health clinic, with its dedicated nurse practitioner, and 
will add health services like mental health triage and counselling. 
The space will integrate a welcoming reception, medical exam 
rooms, counselling offices and staff offices combining two units 

in the Luther Court residences. The location, currently the site of 
the student health clinic, provides good privacy and confidentiality 
Separate from both Founders Hall and the Charis Live and 

Learn Centre, while still being steps away from classrooms, 
residences and parking. The newly renovated space will foster 


open communication between student support staff across the 
Spectrum of health services, 


The new space and mental health case manager role represent 

4 Portion of the $1-million investment in mental health 

Supports announced by Redeemer in December 2022. Other 
recommendations from the mental health action plan will continue 
to be reviewed and implemented over the coming years. @ 


Transforming 


Communities 
for C h rist able to get a high-quality 


MSW degree from a 


Partnership with Dordt University Christian institution while 
creates a new pathway for students to 


advance in the social work profession. eee” 
EDEEMER UNIVERSITY IS 
announcing a new partnership with Dordt also helping them develop as Christian social work 
University (Iowa, United States) between its applied practitioners.” 
social sciences program and Dordt’s master of 
social work (MSW). The program offers students three tracks: clinical 
practice, community practice and administration, 
Students who graduate from Redeemer University with a degree and advanced generalist. Students can participate 
from the applied social sciences honours program can fast-track in the program on a part-time or full-time basis, 
their path to an MSW at Dordt. The preparation that students and students can enter the program at the 
receive at Redeemer will allow Dordt to waive some of the beginning of the fall, spring or summer terms. 
courses in the MSW program, which creates an opportunity for 
students to graduate early and save tuition. “This opportunity is valuable to our students in 
at least three ways,” says Dr. James Vanderwoerd, 
“This partnership represents two institutions with similar professor of social work at Redeemer. “The online 
perspectives working together to help students achieve their format provides a highly flexible platform that 
career and educational goals,” says Dr. Erin Olson, chair of allows students to tailor the program to their 
Dordt's MSW program. own situations; the U.S.-based accreditation is 
recognized in Canada; and, most importantly, it 
Dordt's master of social work is offered 100 per cent online, offers one of the only opportunities to pursue 
allowing students to participate from anywhere in the world. an MSW based on the Reformed tradition that 
It is taught from a Christian perspective, supporting Dordt's Redeemer and Dordt share’ 
mission to equip students to work toward Christ-centred 
renewal in all areas of life. Dordt's master of social work is accredited by the 
Council on Social Work Education (CSWE) and 
“Redeemer students are able to get a high-quality MSW de- approved by the Higher Learning Commission. The 
gree from a Christian institution while remaining in their own accreditation from CSWE is a key component to 
communities,” says Olson. “The MSW degree will help them allowing Canadian students to practice social work 


further their social work education and career prospects while in Canada once they graduate. @ 


Canada’s newest source for 
Gospel-centred books and 
products is open for business. 


EDEEMER UNIVERSITY’S CAMPUS 
bookstore, 2iFive, has officially relaunched as a 
source of Gospel-centred books and products 
available across the country. 


Originating as the campus bookstore for Redeemer University 
in the late 1980s, the store was rebranded in 2021 as 21Five, a 
reference to Revelation 21:5 where Christ proclaims from his 
throne, “I am making all things new!” The store now seeks to 
fill a need left by the closing of many Christian bookstores 
across Canada in recent years. Still serving the university 
campus with textbooks, apparel and other resources, 21Five's 
purpose has expanded to provide books and products that 
explore and reflect the Reformed tradition across Canada. 
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The store now seeks 
to filla need left by 
the closing of many 
Christian bookstores 
across Canada in 
recent years. 


The store aims to provide products that help 
others deepen their faith and embody it in all 
areas of life, reflecting the hope and love of Jesus 
Christ in their relationships, churches, careers 
and communities. 


Customers are welcome to visit the local, 
physical store in Ancaster (Hamilton), Ontario 

on Redeemer University's campus, with many 
more resources online. Providing shipping across 
Canada at great prices, 21Five offers a unique 
collection of resources marked by a commitment 
to the authority of Scripture and an emphasis on 
the Lordship of Jesus Christ over all of creation. 


Many of 21Five’s products, especially books, come 
from the US and other international distributors 
so shipping can be costly and complicated for 
Canadians. If there’s something the store doesn't 
have, or if customers require a bulk order for their 
church, school or Bible study, they can simply 
complete the special request form on 21Five.ca 
and staff will do their best to get it. In an effort 

to come alongside Christian organizations with 
Gospel-centred resources, churches and schools 
receive a 20 per cent discount on their orders. 


As an ancillary operation of Redeemer University, 
a registered charitable organization, proceeds 
from the sale of books and products will go 
towards supporting Redeemer's mission to 
prepare students to share the love and hope of 
Jesus in every career and calling. @ 


The Sccia! Justice 
Movement and 
Evangelicalism’s 
Looming 

Catastrophe 
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Expand Redeemer’s 


Kingdom Impact 


Redeemer University plans to launch new 
microcredentials, certificate programs 
and graduate degrees, creating building 
blocks that will diversify the institution's 


academic program array. 


ii /ver the last decade, the post- 
j! / secondary education sector 
koe has seen a significant shift 
\ to non-traditional forms of 
learning. In 2020, the Government 
of Ontario announced a $59.5 million 
investment over three years to support 
microcredentials. This was a response 
to shortages in the labour market and 
the need for a faster turnaround for 
specific skills. 


While not eligible for that provincial 
funding, Redeemer University also 
recognized that the needs of students 
and the marketplace are changing and 
began conversations exploring options 
for educational opportunities beyond 
traditional undergraduate degrees, such 
as microcredentials and _ certificates. 
These options would result in Redeemer 
expanding its traditional audience of 
undergraduate students. It would also 


i 
i 
i i 
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“The post-secondary landscape 
continues to change and young 
Christians continue to look for a wide 
variety of learning opportunities.” 


increase the resource base of the university 
through revenues, which go beyond those 
associated with tuition fees for the academic 
programs currently offered. New non- 
traditional programs would help meet industry 
and learner needs, expanding Redeemer's 
Kingdom impact, while maintaining focus 
on Redeemer's primary mission, vision and 
Reformed Christian approach to learning. 


“The post-secondary landscape continues to 
change and young Christians continue to look 
for a wide variety of learning opportunities,’ 
says vice president, academic, Dr. Peter 
Neumann. “The goal is to begin offering 
programs that help to expand opportunities 
for more Christian students, while preserving 
Redeemer's foundation, which is the formative 
four-year undergraduate degree integrating 
faith, life and learning on campus.’ 


Offering Flexible Program Options 


In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic necessitated 
significant investment in classroom technology 
at Redeemer that allows for a future with more 
flexible course delivery. 


Later that same year, Redeemer gained 
provincial approval for greater degree-granting 
authority, giving the university the authority to 
grant 20 possible new degrees including nine 
Master's degrees. 
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So, how doesa Christian university set out to offer 
more options to meet the needs of more Christian 
students? Neumann says Redeemer must build 
the infrastructure, systems and processes to be 
able to innovate for the future. 


“We want to keep what we're doing well, but 
expand and build on thaty he says. Offering greater 
flexibility and accessibility to students that might 
have begun a career, have a family or don't have the 
ability to be on campus full time will open up many 
new possibilities in the future. “We can't launch 
these programs without having the roadway, the 
infrastructure for this new type of student” 


Church Leadership Microcredentials 


As the shape of the local church changes post- 
pandemic, the need for church leaders to obtain 
knowledge and training increases. Redeemer 
is confident it can serve learners in the greater 
Christian community through church leadership 
microcredentials. A microcredential is a short, 
competency-based learning opportunity 
culminating in recognition of that learning 
achievement in a specific area, skill or competency. 


“We have a constituency that is very connected 
to Redeemer,” says Neumann. “There's a lot of 
goodwill through church support across a wide 
range of denominations, but especially in the 
Reformed world’ He says the university isn’t 
looking to compete with seminaries, but to offer 
supplemental church leadership microcredentials 
on topics that would serve church board members 
and ministry leaders. Biblical leadership, 
administration, pastoral care, human resources 
and legal, as well as denomination-specific 
microcredentials could be offered as early as this 
fall in a flexible format that allows learners to 
participate at their own pace online. 


Microcredentials are intended to be non- 
academic, enhancing skills, developing expertise 
or providing certifications relevant to specific 
industries or professions, and adapt quickly to 
changing trends and needs in various sectors. 


New Certificate Programs 


Redeemer also has plans for new academic programs for 
the 2024-25 academic year. Redeemer's School of Business 
has seen significant growth in the last few years and the 
addition of the bachelor of business administration has only 
strengthened that growth. Building a certificate program 

in not-for-profit management that makes use of courses 
Redeemer already offers or has offered in the past, but with 
more flexibility for students, is a natural fit. Courses in this 
certificate program will be offered online asynchronously, 
giving students the flexibility to learn at times during their 
day and week that are convenient for them, while still 
completing courses within the term timeframe. 


Certificate programs in other areas are also being explored. 
Once the infrastructure is in place to offer courses for new 
certificate programs online, Redeemer will be better prepared 
to undertake bigger program initiatives to attract even more 
students. 


“We're going to learn and develop infrastructure that doesn't 
currently exist,” says Neumann. “But a year from now, we're 
going to look back and have much more knowledge and 
experience. A lot of planning, thought work and collaboration 
is happening with groups across the institution. We're creating 
the stepping stones to take bigger steps.” 


Redeemer's First Master's Programs 


By fall 2025, Redeemer expects to be ready to offer its first 
graduate degree programs. While still in an exploratory phase, a 
committee of faculty and staff from various departments across 
the university has been meeting to discuss the infrastructure 
required to run master's programs that set Redeemer apart. 
Initial talks have the committee looking at a master of business 
administration as a starting point to launch Redeemer into 
graduate studies. Other master's degrees that are being 
considered are in areas like humanities, Reformed philosophy 


and thought and counselling. A master’s of education is also 
under consideration. 


“We're really excited about what God is going to do next in 
terms of what degrees and programming Redeemer offers. We 
think God is really at work in leading us forward. Jesus has put 
it on the hearts of many to work in different fields and that fits 
deeply with our mission to Prepare students to reflect his love 


m every career and calling” @ 


Unearthing Christian 
Environmentalism 


Redeemer faculty members and alumni 
contribute to a milestone resource at 
the intersection of Christianity and 
environmental studies. 
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ESEARCH IS AN important 
R part of Redeemer University. In the 

past year, faculty members held 

25 research grants and wrote or 
contributed to 133 articles, books, external 
presentations and creative works. 25 per cent of 
full-time faculty's time is spent on research and 
academic development. Faculty members are 
consistently engaged in cutting-edge research 
and creative work in the natural sciences, arts, 
humanities and social sciences, informed by the 
belief that academic inquiry is a form of worship. 
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Published in November 2023 by 
Routledge, Christian Environmentalism 
and Human Responsibility in the 21st 
Century: Questions of Stewardship 
and Accountability is an example of 
this emphasis on research, featuring 
works from eight Redeemer faculty 
members and alumni: Dr. Deborah 
Bowen (emerita), Dr. Karen Dieleman, 
Dr. Ben Faber, Dr. Doug Sikkema '06, 
Dr. John Van Rys, Liane Miedema 
Brown '17, Dr. Erin Goheen Glanville '03 
and Dr. Samuel Martin '05. There isa 
strong Redeemer presence in the book, 
as well as a cluster of works focusing 
on the Hamilton region. Few research 
endeavors in the university's history 
have involved this many scholars from 
the Redeemer community. 


The book is a collection of scholarly 
essays and creative works, with 
contributions from 16 academics in 
disciplines such as English, theology 
and environmental studies. Through 
literary and cultural criticism and 
creative reflection, this collection 
explores a range of topics and vantage 
points related to the themes of 
Christian ecocriticism, environmental 
activity, practical ethics, environmental 
spirituality and human responsibility, 
The book is part of Routledge’s 
Explorations in Environmental 
Studies series. 


“We are so proud of our faculty and 
alumni for their work in this volume," 
says Dr. Peter Neumann, vice president, 
academic. "This effort aligns well with 
our mission at Redeemer to contribute 
thoughtfully and skilfully in scholarly 
and creative expressions to significant 
Current issues,” 


Sikkema, assistant professor of core 
studies and English at Redeemer, is the 
author of a memoir included here titled 
“Practicing Enchantment." The idea of 
re-enchantment found in the piece is 
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inspired by American author Wendell 
Berry's call to "practice resurrection, 
recognizing and revealing the sacred 
around us. Sikkema seeks to recover 
the posture that, even independent 
of human use, there is intrinsic and 
mysterious value in our ecology. 


“The natural world, as God's creative 
word, as the song that he's still singing 
and sustaining and upholding, is not 
just an idea. It's actually a summons to 
us to respond." 


According to Sikkema, Christians 
have a distinctly important voice in 
environmentalism because of their 
belief that, creation's value comes 
not from its usefulness or divinity, 
but instead directly from its Creator. 
He feels hopeful that Christians can 
have influence in this conversation. 


“In my opinion, there's no other way 
thats as intellectually credible and 
existentially satisfying.” 


Van Rys, professor of English and 
associate dean of arts, is another 
contributor to the book with his 
short story “Bandits," followed by an 
afterword. The story follows young 
Evan and Mae, who move out to the 
countryside and encounter some 
mischievous racoons. This comical 
tale encourages readers to grapple 
with the position of humans in the 
created order and its implications for 
human responsibility. 


“This effort aligns well 


with our mission at 


Redeemer to contribute 
thoughtfully and skillfully 
ta scholarly and creative 
expressions to Significant 


current issues,” 


“t's about learning how to coexist," 
Van Rys says. “Realizing that even with 
your best intentions, you can mess 
things up. Realizing that there is this 
difference between domesticated 
nature and wild nature, yet learning to 
live alongside both.” 


Van Rys says it strikes him how the 
book is in line with other conversations 
being held across campus and that “it 
speaks to a larger culture of concern 
at Redeemer around this issue [of 
environmental stewardship].” 


Martin, an alumnus, as well as a high 
school teacher and creative writing 
professor, contributed the memoir 
“Can you make this all run again?’ The 
Art and Environmentalism of Margo 
and Rein Vanderhill” to the collection. 
It follows the true story of a family's 
encounter with a disastrous flood, 
followed by some reflection about what 
faith and hope look like in the face of 
environmental disaster and economic 
hardship, asking the foundational 
questions of Christian belief. 


“These questions are too comfortably 
answered when your home is 
untouched by flood and your job and 
income are secure," Martin says. 
“What shapes, what new shapes, will 
hope take, especially in the face of 
devastations that seem so hopeless?” 
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According to Martin, “[t]here are 
no pat or easy answers in the book.” 
Instead, “there are many deep, and 
some costly, encounters with rea! 
people facing real environmental 
devastations or problems.” He is 
particularly fond of the text because of 
how it represents the necessary skill 
of listening to others, both inside and 
outside Christian faith, “embodying 
this sort of multi-voiced discourse.” 


Dr. Katherine Quinsey, professor in 
the department of English and creative 
writing at the University of Windsor, is 
editor of the collection. She hopes that 
the book brings clarity on the intrinsic 
connection between caring for the 
environment and Christianity. 


“The book is partly intended to 
correct some preconceptions, held 
by many secularists as well as by 
some Christians, that Christian belief 
is antithetical to environmentalism, 
reminding readers instead that 
sensitivity to the nonhuman other as 
autonomously reflective of God's glory, 
and our ethical responsibility of care (or 
stewardship), are historically orthodox 
principles, rooted in Christian spiritual 
practice and ethical imperatives." 


Redeemer faculty members are not 
new to approaching the environmental 
sciences with a Christian worldview. 
Redeemer offers a number of related 
programs, such as environmental 
sciences, environmental studies, 
biology and biochemistry that prepare 
students to have a Kingdom vision in 
scientific scholarship and beyond. 


“The natural world, 
as God's creative word, 
as the song that he's still 
singing and sustaining 
and upholding, is not 
just anidea. It’s actually 
asummons to us to 
respond.” 


Dr. Edward Berkelaar, professor of 
chemistry and environmental science 
and associate dean of natural sciences 
and mathematics, says that the topics 
in the book are commonplace in his 
classrooms: “What's going on in the 
world, what's broken, why do we think it’s 
broken and what are some solutions?” 
To Berkelaar, it is important that 
Christians care about the environment. 


“The flourishing of the nonhuman 
world is directly connected to our own 
flourishing ... This world is made by 
God, it's owned by God, we have a 
responsibility to care for it, and at the 
same time, we're utterly dependent on it.” 


Berkelaar believes that appreciation 
precedes action. This is why projects like 
this collection excite him. 


“People will not be convinced to change 
based on data and graphs. They are 
going to be changed by poetry and 
art—beauty. They might then want to go 
to the data and graphs to see, ‘Now, how 
shall | live?" 


The book is dedicated to Dr. Bowen. 
She had a research interest in poetry and 
ecology, and the collection represents a 
celebration of her academic legacy. 


Christian Environmentalism and 
Human Responsibility in the 21st 
Century can be purchased at 21Five, 
the Christian bookstore at 
Redeemer University. @ 


A HEARTFELT 
THANKS 


The Redeemer community celebrated 

its annual Gratitude Week in February, 
honouring Redeemer’s support community 
and reflecting/on the generosity of\donors 
who help make Christian education 
affordable for students. 


, 
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The 40 Hottest 
Days of the Year 


A studeni's journey as @ 
global mobilizer intern 
and teacher in Iraq. 


AST JANUARY, IF you had 

asked Avril Schatz what she would be 

doing during the summer of 2023, she 
probably would not have said teaching in Iraq. But 
God works in mysterious ways, and we cannot 
always anticipate what he has in store. 


What began months prior as a quest for a 
mentor, led Schatz—a third year international 
development major and English writing and 
theology minor—to her internship placement as 
a global mobilizer intern committed to helping 
send students overseas to teach English in 
foreign countries. 


Schatz first encountered her internship 
organization at a Redeemer job showcase. 


“I was On my way to class and saw my friend 
talking at the booth." 


Schatz stopped and met the organization's 
representative. The two instantly connected 
and remained in contact, and she soon became 
a mentor to Schatz. Through this relationship, 
she offered Schatz an internship opportunity. 


“Avril was an answer to prayer,” her mentor 
said. “If you've spent time with her, you know 
she is a passionate and devoted student of the 
Word. [It’s been] a gift to have her step into this 
internship and watch God use her.” 
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However, despite her heart and interest for international 
development and teaching, a legitimate concern made Schatz 
reluctant to accept: the organization was generally fundraising 
based, and she needed income for tuition. 


“I wasn't planning on doing [the internship] because of [this] 
objection,” she reflects. 


But during their next meeting, her mentor informed her that 
she had been able to get funding, so she could take part in the 
internship and still save for school. 


Through this, Schatz said that she saw God make a way. 


“| was brought so much clarity from the Lord that he had 
opened this door and that he wanted me there. I had no 
objections or excuses anymore not to accept.” 


After committing, Schatz reached out to a former boss at Tim 
Hortons to pick up some shifts before her internship kicked off 
in July—when she would go on an international service project. 


She first travelled first to Colorado and then Turkey for 
training, after which she headed to Iraq during Cile, the 40 
hottest days of the year, for her teaching placement. 


Though officially, as a global mobilizer intern, her task is 

to spread awareness about the program and engage with 
prospective students, Schatz had to truly experience what the 
program was about to speak on it effectively. 


“Too often people stay in their comfort 
zones and do not seele discerument 
from God about opportunities they 
might be presented with, People ast 

if a door is open and question if they 
should go through.” 


“Imagine if we alllived 

a fully surrendered life 
where we said, ‘God, here 
is ray yes; I'll let you place it 
onthe map. | trust you.’” 
She spent nearly a month in Iraq teaching 


introductory English to adults as part of a team 
of four. 


“We taught from 7 to 9:30 at night for four days a 


week. When we weren't teaching, we did lesson 
prep and hung out with students.” 


Though Schatz herself is still a student and has 


not actively considered a teaching degree, she felt 


that Redeemer had prepared her for this role. 


She says that a significant part of this was 
“watching professors and observing them and 


then doing my best to reproduce what I had seen 


to make sure I was presenting well.” 


As an international development major, Schatz 
is also thankful she had the opportunity to 
experience Iraq's culture firsthand. 


“I got to come back understanding the 
people better.” 


But beyond her degree, and the professional 
experience her time in Iraq provided, Schatz 
knows that her internship—and how it came 
to be—has helped her to mature in her faith. 


“[While I was in Iraq] I really encountered the 
comfort of the Holy Spirit. I didn't feel alone. 
Denying myself and serving my teammates was 
a way that I could live out my faith.” 


The feeling of peace through this time 
strengthened Schatz’s trust in God and his plan 
for her life. 


“Too often people stay in their comfort zones 
and do not seek discernment from God about 
opportunities they might be presented with. 
People ask if a door is open and question if they 
should go through.” 


“Take the opportunity. Take it and pray for assurance and 
confirmation,” she said, adding that God might close some 
doors, but if an opportunity comes that aligns with his word 
and will, it should be prayerfully considered. 


Judging by her mentor’s praise, it is safe to say that Schatz has 
had a positive impact in this role. 


“I'm proud of Avril. Not many people her age are willing to 
step out in general, especially not in uncomfortable ways 
even if it is something he asks them to do. But it isn't about 
us; it’s about him. I am beyond thankful Avril is seeking, 
listening and obeying.” 


Considering her impact so far, she hopes Schatz can be an 
inspiration to foster the growth of the program and get others 
to discern God's calling. 


“Imagine if we all lived a fully surrendered life where we said. 
‘God, here is my yes; I'll let you place it on the map. I trust you.” 


Some names of people and organizations were intentionally 


kept anonymous in this story to protect those working in parts 
of the world that can be hostile to Christians. 
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The Oxford Study 
Programme is an Opportunity 
for Redeemer students 

to experience academic 

and spiritual growth in an 
enriching culture. 
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OU ARE ON the 
train, sweeping through 
lush farmland and forests 
from the small hamlet of 
Charlbury. Ahead, you see the stone 
architecture of larger English towns. 
You peer out the window, your 
breath steaming on the glass, 
anticipation in your veins. And then 
you arrive at Oxford, the renowned 
academic institution where C.S. 
Lewis, J.R.R. Tolkien, John Wycliffe, 
Thomas Hobbes, Aldous Huxley, 
Felicity Jones and countless other 
writers, actors, state leaders, 
Scientists and Nobel Prize winners 
have studied. 


“Ws G DIC OPPOrtunity for Growth 
ts not necessarily easy: it Outs 
you inc position to be challenged, 
vuinerable and unique. If YOU give 

cilot, you will get alot.” 


Several Redeemer students experienced this unique opportunity last year, 
as they travelled to England to participate in the Oxford Study Programme 
at Regents College—a hall in the University of Oxford. Among them were 

third-year English students Kathryn Wikkerink, Melissa Goossen and Erin 


Atsma, third-year history major Reanna Linde and fourth-year theatre major 
Rowena Hobbs. 


In conjunction with Crandall University, a Christian institution in New 
Brunswick, the program has been offered at Redeemer since 2002, except 
for a hiatus during the COVID-19 pandemic. Faculty liaison Dr. Ben Faber, 
described it as an “intellectually challenging, culturally enriching and 
socially rewarding” experience for students whom faculty believe are 
“academically equipped, open to new experiences and can relate well with 
their hosts, instructors and fellow classmates.” 


Though making the decision to study in another country away from friends 
and family can be a difficult one, last year's Redeemer participants all had 
their hearts set on the program for some time. 


For Wikkerink and Goossen, the program factored into their decision to 
attend Redeemer, while Atsma and Linde expressed that they had always 
wanted to experience living in a different country, with Linde having 
decorated her room with pictures of England since she was a child. 


After taking part in the three-month program, where they billeted with 
families in rural Charlbury and studied at Oxford, the students expressed 
their appreciation for the program and opportunity. 


“It was surreal,” said Goossen of studying in the large, posh libraries, while 
Linde noted that the experience was particularly special because such 
areas, with their intricate architecture and comfortable and sophisticated 
atmosphere, were only accessible to students—not the general public. 


“A place like Oxford can be intimidating at first,” Atsma commented. But 
she too grew fond of the uniqueness of their opportunity and saw it as 
“something to take advantage of and make the most of.” 


Reflecting on the academically intensive program, the students unanimously 
agreed that Redeemer had prepared them well for the transition. eee 
attributed this to Redeemer's “small classes and high-level learning,” which 
Was similar to their studies in Oxford, in which they, along with three 
Crandall participants, made up the entirety of their classes. 
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“Humanities readings and interactive 
classes like literary criticism really 
prepared me,” Hobbs noted. Content 
at Oxford took on interactive 
discussion forms and covered 
interrelated topics. 


But more than just their academics, 
the program provided a chance to 
grow spiritually. 


“When you get involved in something 
like this you realize the world is so 
big,” said Wikkerink. “You're just 

one person. I had to step out of 

my comfort zone; it was a way of 
expanding that changed me in so 
many positive ways.” 


“Away from home, I 
learned to depend on 
God more. He was so 
near to me because 
so much [that I 
knew] had been 
stripped away.” 


Linde gained a new respect for 
herself with her newfound 
independence and ability to step 
into an unfamiliar setting while 
Atsma believed the unfamiliar 
situation was an opportunity to get 
to know herself better. 


Hobbs echoed this sentiment. Being 
away in England for three months not 
only proved she could do something 
like this, but it profoundly impacted 
her faith. Studying in an academic 
institution that did not teach from a 
Christian worldview and sometimes 
even came into conflict with her 
beliefs, allowed her to “broaden her 
perspective” and strengthen her 
faith as she learned to engage with 
different ideas. 
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“Ihad to step out of my comfort zone: | 
was a way of expanding that changed 


me inso many positive ways.” 
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“I became more comfortable speaking and giving my thoughts in class. | 
had to see more common grace, in the fact that even if 1 didn't agree with 
people, they still had some good points.” 


This non-Christian aspect of academic instruction, combined with being 


far away from their regular lives and families made the participants seek 
God more intentionally. 


“Away from home, I learned to depend on God more,” Wikkerink 
explained. “He was so near to me because so much [that I knew] had been 


stripped away.” 


For Linde and Atsma, their connection to God came in the form of small 
moments, signs and answered prayers. 


Atsma recalled the story of her arrival at her billeting house. 
“I've always wanted a skylight above my bed. When the people billeting 


me showed me my room, | saw it had one and I was so excited. It was just 
a little way that God reassured me about my decision from the get-go.” 
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Linde, who had been dealing with 
personal matters prior to departure, 
felt she was unconsciously “looking for 
some sign of confirmation from God" 


“In our orientation, a professor 
shared Oxford's motto, which I 
hadn't known: ‘The Lord is my light.’ 
That was kind of a spark showing 
me that I needed to stop coasting 
in my faith and draw closer to God 
while I was away.” 


Goossen acknowledged people's 
ability to slowly become 
desensitized to their new 
surroundings the longer they stay 
somewhere. She was determined to 
continually appreciate the season of 
life, something that kept her present 
in her pursuit of God. 


“I prayed for the Lord to renew my 
awe, to teach me something new 
every day.” 


With their positive takeaways 

a tribute to the success of the 
program, the young women hope 
to encourage others to embark on 
the journey that helped them grow 
academically and spiritually. 


“It's a big opportunity for growth,” 
Goossen commented. “It’s not 
necessarily easy; it puts you 

in a position to be challenged, 
vulnerable and unique. If you give a 
lot, you will get a lot.” 


Hobbs believed the experience 
“rounds you out as a person and 
shows that if you take risks, God 
can do cool things,” while Wikkerink 
described the program as “the 
opportunity of a lifetime.” @ 
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Ministries and businesses turn to 
Redeemer and its students time 


and time again to glean solutions to 


organizational challenges. 


EDEEMER UNIVERSITY IS one thread in the wider 
tapestry of Christian mission, yet it also exists as a resource to 
God's people across Ontario and beyond. Through Redeemer’s 
core capstone course, many organizations have benefitted 
repeatedly from the research and creative thinking of Redeemer students. 


First offered in 2019, Redeemer's CTS 410 course is a capstone experience 


required for all students and is part of Redeemer’s unique core curriculum. 


As part of the capstone, multidisciplinary groups of students analyze and 
explore a problem presented by an organization, subsequently offering 
innovative and detailed solutions. 


Repeat partners include A Rocha, Christians Against Poverty, Eagles Nest 
Association of Waterdown, Knox College's Centre for Lifelong Learning, 
Micah House, Michael House, New Hope Community Bikes, Resonate 
Global Mission and Safe Families Hamilton-Halton. 


Working with Redeemer Students 
talie Vai 


rlaan, chapter director of Safe Families Hamilton-Halton, Says 
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“They bring a ton of energy, 
excitement and commitment to 
understanding us and the challenges 
we face,” says Stevens. 


Keira Wiersema is a fourth-year social 
work student who participated in 

the capstone in fall 2023, working 
with Eagles Nest. She is grateful that 
the capstone helped her gain an 
appreciation for the local ministry and 
an understanding of how she could 
use her gifts to support what God was 
doing through the organization. 


“[There was a] large amount of 
growth and learning that occurred in 
such a short period,” says Wiersema. 
“The team project allowed me to go 
outside my comfort zone and lean 
into the strengths God has given me.” 
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The Value of the Core Capstone 


There are many student findings that have been useful for 
partner organizations. For Safe Families, one student group 
calculated the value in dollars that the Safe Families chapter 
brings annually to the Hamilton region through its staff and 
volunteers—more than $17 million. Vanderlaan says this has 
been an extremely useful piece of information that she has 
shared with churches to help them understand the impact of 
their partnership. 


As a result of their long-term involvement, organizations like 
Safe Families and Michael House have been able to take the 
work of one student group and have it built on by another— 
helping to move a simple idea to an achievable goal. Karen 
Kamphuis, director of Michael House, says that it is a blessing 


that, through the capstone, progress toward future initiatives— 


specifically, an affiliated social enterprise—is now within the 
organization's reach. 


“I'm really busy, so knowing that we're moving this idea 
forward because we've got these students engaged and in 
the development phase is a game changer for us to be able to 
actually look at implementation, 


Amanda DeVries, executive director of Eagles Nest, says 
that some student suggestions have been easy to implement 
quickly, such as marketing slogans and assets, while other 
Suggestions have affected the work more broadly by shifting 
the organization's questions and confirming previous 
assumptions. 


Outcomes were a bit different for Sarah Bokma 09, 
environmental education coordinator at A Rocha, who says 


that Redeemer students’ research on potential 
future partnerships came with unforeseen 
challenges and setbacks. She was glad she could 
give the students a safe opportunity to think 
Creatively in response to hardship, while at the 
same time gaining a more realistic picture of 
some of the barriers and opportunities that lay 
ahead for her organization. 


Similarly, during the capstone, Wiersema 
developed a deeper understanding of how 
important innovative thinking and teamwork are 
in the real world of work, as a clear path forward 
isn’t always obvious. 


“Overall, this course has helped me understand 
more about the realities of how challenging it can 
be to work with other people toward a shared 
goal. But it has also shown me how rewarding it 
can be to work together with others” 


A Deeper Understanding of Redeemer 


Many partners have emphasized the benefit of an 
experience like this for young people. Vanderlaan 
comments that “[p]rofessors seem to be doing all 
they can to equip students for life after Redeemer” 


Stephanie Schreuders ‘14, executive director of 
Micah House, says that the capstone “expanded 
our idea of what partnership can look like? Micah 
House has a history of hosting social work interns, 
and has now also benefitted in unique ways from 
students that hail from a variety of programs. 


John Borthwick, director of the Centre for 
Lifelong Learning at Knox College, says that in his 
first group of students, no two students shared the 
same denomination. This mix generated “creative 
suggestions and solutions we had never even 
thought of.” He now has a clearer picture of what 
Redeemer students have to offer, which includes 
deep connections to their community. 


Beth Fellinger, regional mission leader for 
eastern Canada at Resonate Global Mission. says 
that this course gives her hope for the future of 
God's Kingdom. 


“It's good to see innovative thinking happening 
and students looking at fresh expressions ol 
what ministry can look like in light of psycheiogy. 
business, English and more—sceing that there is 
room for ministry in all of those places” — 
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| was born in El Salvador and 
grew up in southern Ontario. 
Just recently, my family moved 
to Alberta in the foothills of the 
Rocky Mountains, which is the 
place | now call home! 


lam in my third year of the 
applied social sciences program 
in the social work stream. 


Sumulating Subject Matter 


The most interesting thing I've 
learned at Redeemer is the 
importance of faith in education. 
Since | attended public schools, 
| did not experience learning 
from a Christian perspective. 

At Redeemer, | have learned 
how God is in the details and 

is revealed through everything. 
| have also learned that many 
professions, including social 
work, are founded on Christian 
beliefs and values. 
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Redeemer voices 


Ninetie Hidalgo is a third-year 


student studying social work. 


After finding her way to Redeemer 
unexpectedly, she has since learned 
that God can be found in the details. 


“While | may not always know where I'm 
going, | know that God will guide me.” 


| really like geography, and 

am pretty good at identifying 
world flags and countries on 
maps. If we're talking about 
uniqueness at Redeemer though, 
| am quite short (five feet one 
inch) compared to my Dutch 
friends here. 


weesnes 


Faith Moment 


After finishing high school, 
Itook a gap year where my 
faith was both challenged 

and strengthened. | had no 
idea where God was calling 
me. After my gap year, | was 
convinced ! would go to a 
public university because that 
felt most comfortable. While | 
grew up in a Christian home, | 
never thought | would attend 
Redeemer. | remember one 
day crying in my living room 
in distress because | was so 
unsure of my future, At that 
moment, a representative 
from Redeemer unexpectedly 
knocked on my door and 
handed me a welcome box 


for admitted students. That, 
along with other moments, felt 
like a confirmation that God 

was listening and was calling 
me here. It was a time when | 
had to surrender my control 

and comfort, and let the Lord 
guide. While | did not expect to 
come here, it is one of the best 
decisions I've made and | believe 
it is exactly what | needed. It 

is a place where | feel a sense 

of belonging and have met so 
many amazing people. While | 
may not always know where I'm 
going, | know that God will guide 
me. God is so good! 


In}ConvVersation with Christ 


When | see Jesus face to face, 
I'd like to ask him about the 
details of his wonderful creation. 


Redeemer love 


| love learning from a Christian 
perspective and how professors 
pray before lectures. | also enjoy 
dorm life. Itis such a blessing to 
bea part of this community! 


Where Everyone’s a Roya 


Lionshare Community is a passionate group committed to he’ 
students flourish through monthly giving at any amount. 


WHY LIONSHARE? 


Experience the joy of paying it forward and help meet the needs of 
Redeemer students. Plus, you'll receive some awesome perks. 


a oO 


20% off at Redeemer’s Early access and discounts Receive regular updates Complimentary weicome 
bookstore, 21Five to select events about impact pack when you jom 


redeemer.ca/lionshare 
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Andie Albert '22 is 
enjoying success In 
academia through 
her love of the natural 
environment. 


NDIE ALBERT ‘22, 

PhD candidate at the University of 

Guelph, never expected to be 

where she is today. As a First 
Nations first-generation post-secondary 
student, she says succeeding in academia 
wasn't something shed anticipated. 


She was completing her undergraduate 
degree in environmental science at Redeemer 
University when the COVID-19 pandemic 
began and she found online and hybrid studies 
challenging. But when she was able to get out 
into the field and do hands-on work, 
everything changed. 


“| had average grades, but I really excelled in 
the courses I loved, like Field Ecology,’ she 
says. Albert has loved snakes and turtles since 
she was a little girl, so being out in creation 
was a natural fit for her. 


Albert speaks highly of the hands-on work and 
the skills she was able to acquire at Redeemer 
through the Chedoke Watershed water quality 
monitoring program. She also found the 
experience gained through summer courses 
taken through Redeemer’s partnership with Au 
Sable Institute to be invaluable along her path, 
after some initial reluctance. 


“They talked me into going and it was the 
best thing of my entire life!” she says of the 
two months of classes and field work required 
for honours environmental science students. 
Albert completed courses in aquatic biology 
and conservation biology and says she found 
her passion for working with fish and turtles, 
“I speak so highly of Au Sable-the time 
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there, the people that I met there and 
the education that I got from Au Sable 
.. getting that hands-on experience 
really kick-started my career in the 
environment.” 


Albert completed an internship in her 
fourth year at Redeemer working with at- 
risk species back home with Chippewas of 
the Thames First Nation, where she would 
eventually gain full-time employment 
building a species at risk program from 
the ground up. It wasn't until she was 
working on her thesis at Redeemer that 

a professor asked her if she would be 
continuing her studies after graduation. 

It sparked her interest in the master of 
environment and sustainability program 
at Western University, but she didn't 
anticipate being accepted. 


“l applied to Western on a whim and 
two weeks later got an early acceptance 
letter,” she said, still exhibiting much 

of the surprise she felt that day. The 
master's program at Western offered 

an accelerated nine-month program in 
a class of 40 students. While Albert felt 
inspired by her studies, she says she also 
felt a lot of imposter syndrome. 


“I'm the first from my family to go away 

to post-secondary. It was never expected 
that my brother and I would excel in the 
academic world. I don't think it's expected 
for any Indigenous kid to necessarily excel 
in the academic world.” 


5 ar aes 
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As an Indigenous Christian in environmental science programs, Albert 
has had to look at creation through multiple lenses. 


“There's always that pressure, especially in the environmental world, to 
understand the Western methodology, but to also look to the holistic 
Indigenous side and how we view the world and earth itself. It's always 
walking a fine line between the different worlds," she says. 


As a Redeemer student she learned to include the Christian perspective 
in all of her research papers and says she has carried on that habit 
throughout her graduate studies. 


“At Western I was still doing that. I felt a calling to do it” She says the 
director of her program read one of her papers and said it was so 
refreshing to see things tied together with biblical references. She 
continued to use Scripture even in her PhD application. 


When it came to applying to her PhD, it felt like history repeating. 

She'd never intended to go any further with her studies and didn't expect 
to be accepted. But when she saw the posting for the research topic~ 
Optimizing community-based wildlife monitoring: Prioritizing Indigenous 
knowledge, systems and values-she felt compelled to apply because it 
felt like a perfect fit for her. 


“It was God's calling, The timing, everything worked out so well.” 


Her PhD has her working with Magnetawan First Nation, doing land-based 
learning, bird monitoring, setting camera traps and studying small animal 
biodiversity. While her current focus is set on completing her PhD. she 
says her future hope is to eventually bring her research and learnings back 
to her First Nation and perhaps do some teaching with Au Sable. 


The struggle with imposter syndrome continues as she finds her footing 
in her PhD program, but her parents have been an incredibie support 
system for her to lean on. “My mom encourages me to pray te God for 
his guidance every day. and at the end of the day to be grateful to God for 


that day and all the opportunities he's given me. © 
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We have more than 7,000 alumni all over the 
world who have all types of life ex (periences in 
all types of careers. Read their stories in each 


issue ot Resound. 


While at Redeemer University, Erica 
Huyser studied English literature 

and psychology. Later, she pursued 

a master's degree in library and 
information sciences from Wayne 
State University, specializing in public 
library, and graduated in 2023. She 


currently lives in Muskegon, Michigan, 


where she attends Fruitport Christian 
Reformed Church and works at the 
Hackley Public Library. 


CARINA SCHUURMAN '90, '14 
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Sydney Peterson earned a 
bachelor of arts from Redeemer 
in international studies and 
religion and theology. In May 
2023, she became an events 
associate at Cystic Fibrosis 
Canada and was recently 
promoted to events officer. 

She and her husband, Coulter, 
currently live in Nepean, Ontario. 


Carina, wife of former faculty member Dr. Derek Schuurman, passed away surrounded 
by loved ones on December 15, 2023. She received a bachelor of arts from Redeemer, 
majoring In art and minoring in English, as well as a bachelor of education. 


LISA SMOUTER '06 


3a passed away peacefully with family on Dece 
Redeemer with a bachelor of arts in art andr 


ELAINE VYN '91 


23. She graduated from 


Elaine passed away suddenly on November 7,202 


' 23, Surrounded b > love of her family 
She received a bachelor of Christian studies from Re deemer, w 


WI ajor in business 


40 resound | SPRING 2024 


Devon Forbes earned a bachelor 
of science from Redeemer in 
kinesiology, with a minor in biology. 
After his time at Redeemer, he 
completed a bachelor of science 

in nursing degree from Western 
University. For many years he has 
worked both as a registered nurse 
and as an on-call firefighter. After 
living in Fort McMurray, Alberta for 
six years, he now lives in St. Thomas 
with his wife Krist’12 

and their three children. 


STERHANIESGHREUDERS iv 
Stephanie Schreuders graduated 
from Redeemer with a bachelor of 
arts in sociology and social work. 
She later received a master's degree 
in peace and conflict studies from 
Conrad Grebel University College at 
the University of Waterloo in 2021. 
In 2022, she became the executive 
director at Micah House Refugee 
Reception Services, an organization 
that provides refugee claimants in 
Hamilton with temporary shelter, 
settlement support and community. 


Have a story to share? 
Email alumni@redeemer.ca 
or submit a story at redeemer. 
ca/submit-story. We'd love 

to hear from and connect 

with you! 


—— 
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We Ul look out for you. 
It’s what families do. 


The path to savings starts 
with a quote through Deeks. 


Since we began in 198] Deeks Insurance has always treated 


our customers like family. Deeks provides Redeemer Redeemer 
University alumni, faculty & staff access to preferred University 


rates on home and auto insurance, 24/7 emergency claims 


su r j mer service. ’ 
pport, and friendly custo Proud to partner with 


Call Deeks for a home or auto insurance quote today at 
1.855.633.1964 deeks 


or visit deeksinsurance.ca Where Famib; Matters 


Deeks Insurance is a tradename of D.L. Deeks Insurance Services Inc. a licensed insurance intermediary and ererates as Oceks insurance Services in Brian 
Columbla. Hame and auto policies underwritten exclusively by Unifund Assurance Company (-Unifund”) Car insuranc® cov2"2ae see ava = 8C, MB or SK 
Home and car insurance coverage not available in QC, NWT, NU. ar YK. Deeks Insurance and Unifund share cemmen canersh c. 3 
limitatians, exclusions or additional costs may apply, and/or may vary by province. Deeks Insurance and ‘ogo sa tradermark of DL Decas msi 


ALBERT M., 


WOLTERS CENTRE © 


for Christian Scholarship — 


5 i 


a pedine 4 
EMERGINGPUBLIC = 
INTELLECTUAL ~~ 

Dr. Fellipe do Vale was named the 
Emerging Public Intellectual for 
2023 and joined the Redeemer 
community in January for a day of 
speaking engagements hosted by 
the Albert M. Wolters Centre for 
Christian Scholarship. 
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Lewis Carroll 


Wolters Centre to Host 
Tolkien Conference 


Redeemer's Wolters 
Centre and the Andrew 
Fuller Center have 
teamed up to organize 
a two-day conference 
on J.R.R. Tolkien and 
his work. 
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LANS ARE COMING together for a conference this 
fall celebrating the life, work and legacy of renowned author 
J.R.R. Tolkien. The conference, to be hosted on Redeemer 
University's campus by the Albert M. Wolters Centre for 
Christian Scholarship and the Andrew Fuller Center for Baptist Studies, 
will take place September 27 and 28 and will feature a lecture by Dr. Louis 
Markos that is open to the public on Saturday evening. Dr. Michael Haykin, 
visiting professor of history and director of the Andrew Fuller Center for 
Baptist Studies, and Dr. Jonathan Juilfs, associate professor of English and 
arts and humanities fellow at the Wolters Centre, are partnering under the 


Wolters Centre goal of bringing experts in the Reformed tradition to 
Redeemer for robust Christian engagement and reflection. 


“The Kuyperian assertion that Christ is Lord over ‘every square inch’ of 
creation has broad application, especially for the arts world,” says Juilfs. 
“The Neo-Calvinist project is well situated to celebrate and promote the 
excellence of Christian contributions to the arts, and among Christian 
writers in the creative vein over the last century, no one has made a 
deeper or broader impact in mainstream culture than J.R.R. Tolkien.” 


Juilfs, a fellow English medievalist, shares 
Tolkien's interest in Anglo-Saxon literature, As a 
historian, Haykin’s love for Tolkien comes from 
his representation as a remarkable Christian 
witness in an unlikely place in the 20th century. 
He finds it amazing that in a Society that is 
increasingly secular, Tolkien continues to 
captivate readers and consistently ranks at the 
top of readers’ polls. 


“For a long time | was very intrigued with fantasy 
literature, so I've read a lot of it over the years,” 
says Haykin. “Tolkien was the inspiration for a lot of 
that literature. And his literary creations are deeply 
imbued with his Christian faith. So I'm coming at it 
from the angle of Christian apologetics—Christian 
witness, looking at the way in which he was part of 
a circle of men, the Inklings—C.S. Lewis, Charles 
Williams—who in very different ways were able to 
bear witness to the Christian faith in the mid- to 
early-late 20th century.” 


Haykin says that studying important figures is 
one way we realize that who we are and what 
we have has been passed onto us, and that 

we have a legacy that we've inherited that we 
must pass on to others. “The hero, or heroine, 
becomes the person who has preceded us who 
has passed on that faith, that bequest. As a 
historian, for me the past is about people. It 

is ideas, of course it's ideas. But it's ideas that 
gripped people and it’s people that passed them 
on to us. So if we want to talk about a specific 
idea, like an element of the Christian faith ... we 
identify with a person. It’s very helpful for our 
culture to look at the way in which a person 
wrestled with an idea and has handed it on.” 


“... among Christian writers 


in the creative vein over the 


last century, no one has made 


a deeper or broader impact in 


mainstream culture than 


.R.R. Tolkien.” 


‘It's rare that you can 
have a conference like this 
albout something that has 
become a major cultural 
iconin the larger culture of 
North America.” 


The conference will feature plenary sessions by Dr. Louis 
Markos, professor of English and the Robert H. Ray chair 
in humanities, and Dr. Austin Freeman, assistant professor 
and chair of apologetics, both from Houston Christian 
University. Freeman recently published Tolkien Dogmatics: 
Theology through Mythology with the Maker of Middle- 
earth and his research focuses on cultural apologetics and 
the intersection between theology and literature. Markos, 
author of Tolkien for Beginners and an authority on C.S. 
Lewis and apologetics, will give the Saturday evening 
keynote address titled “J.R.R. Tolkien: The Man Who Made 
Middle-Earth,” which will be open to the public. 


The conference is designed to speak to a wide range of 
public audiences, including Redeemer parents and alumni, 
local pastors and other Tolkien fans, not just Tolkien 
experts and scholars. Plenary sessions will appeal to this 
broader audience with topics like Tolkien and the Divine 
Author and Tolkien as Apologist to the Imagination. 


“It’s rare that you can have a conference like this about 
something that has become a major cultural icon in the 
larger culture of North America,” says Haykin. He hopes 
many Redeemer students across a range of majors will 
also take the opportunity to attend the on-campus 
conference. In fact, students are being encouraged to 
submit papers for consideration and those selected will be 
invited to give short presentations at a series of afternoon 


parallel sessions. 


Juilfs is excited to honour and highlight Tolkien's important 
and ongoing contribution to an ecumenically Christian 
approach to the making of literary art. “Through the 
activities of this conference, we look forward to hearing 
more about Tolkien's legacy of Christian artistic excellence 
for our 21st-century contexts.” @ 
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The Language 
Jesus Spoke 


Professor of history Dr. Jonathan 
Loopsira recently co-hosted a 
symposium in Spain, sharing his 
knowledge of ancient biblical 
manuscripts with other international 
experts in ancient languages. 


R. JONATHAN 
LOOPSTRA is using 
his expert knowledge of 
Syriac, the dialect of the 
Aramaic language that Jesus spoke, to 
bring together experts on ancient 
languages from around the world. 


He and his colleague, Dr. Elvira Martin 
Contreras, senior research fellow at 
the Institute of Mediterranean and 
Near Eastern Languages and Cultures 
in Spain, hosted an international 
symposium in Madrid in February 
titled Techniques for Preserving God's 
Word in Syriac, Hebrew and Arabic 
Sacred Texts. The symposium was 
funded in part by a federal connection 
grant from the Social Science and 
Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) 
of Canada. 


Breaking new ground, this symposium 
was the first time scholars from 

the three great Semitic language 
traditions-Jewish Hebrew, Aramaic 
Syriac Christian and Muslim Arabic- 
met together to compare notes about 
what was happening in the eighth- 
through 12th-century period when 
the Masora-guides to the Bible- 
began to appear. 
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“We met] together to discuss how scribes from these three Semitic 
languages dealt with similar issues, though they were from three different 
religions” says Loopstra. It was around the same time that these scribes 
undertook a common task of passing down their oral traditions of scriptural 
recitation by setting down vowels, accent marks and other notes on the page. 


Several of the world’s leading experts in these languages spent full days 
comparing notes at the symposium, along with nearly a hundred remote 
participants. This sort of work and meeting of minds had not been attempted 
before. The work is incredibly detailed and the number of experts in these 
scriptural manuscripts is quite limited. 


“There’s no substitute for knowing the 
original languages. Learn Hebrew, Greek 
and Aramaic. Be able to dissect the Bible 
on your own. To know and be able to 


work with the original languages makes 
all the difference.” 


“All three of these traditions had to figure out how to create vowels and 
reading marks because originally all three languages were written using 
only consonants. That's a significant shift! Imagine reading the Bible 
without vowels.” Vowels began to be included regularly into scriptural 
manuscripts during the same period in all three languages. “They also 
began to count the number of letters in each verse to ensure nothing was 
missing. They began to add chapter dividers. They began to add notes, what 


we Call paratext, that would help you read the text-for example, how to 
pronounce a word like Methuselah.” 


“Our work impacts the average person 
because we get many of our Bibles 
from this period? says Loopstra. “It's 
important work, but it's also rare 
because it’s very difficult work. We're 
dealing with the minutiae of how the 
Scriptures were preserved.” 


Being awarded a SSHRC grant has 
provided additional opportunities 

for Canadian student involvement 

in manuscript studies happening in 
Europe. The symposium included an 
open question and answer session on 
Zoom for Canadian students, including 
a number of Redeemer students. 


“For Redeemer students this is great 
because they can see how scholarship 
works ... they can be involved in the 
process of exploration.’ 


Redeemer students can benefit 

from Loopstra’s in-depth Biblical 
knowledge. In core courses, 
instructors discuss how the Bible 

was formed, the canon of Scripture 
and different versions of the Bible. 

He also teaches Modern Middle East 
and Church History courses where 

he talks about relationships between 
Christians, Muslims and Jews. “Did the 


scribes compare notes? Did the scribes of the different traditions talk to 
each other in this period? We know that they likely did because they were 
dealing with similar issues. We know that they weren't isolated” 


Loopstra first got involved in studying ancient languages during his 
undergraduate studies at Northwestern College where he studied under a 
Dead Sea Scroll scholar learning Hebrew and Greek. He holds a master’s of 
Christian Thought from Trinity Evangelical Divinity School and a master’s 
in Syriac studies from Oxford University, as well as a PhD in Early Christian 
Studies from the Catholic University of America where he studied most of 
the languages of the Bible and the Eastern Christian world. 


“I want to give glory to God by being faithful in knowing how the Bible was 
transmitted over time” 


Another way Loopstra passes down his knowledge is by teaching doctoral 
students at the Minnesota Hill Monastic Manuscript Library. The library 
is known for having digitally preserved tens of thousands of manuscripts. 
Last summer he taught advanced level Syriac to students from around the 
world, and he plans to return this summer. 


“There's no substitute for knowing the original languages. Learn Hebrew, 
Greek and Aramaic. Be able to dissect the Bible on your own. To know and 
be able to work with the original languages makes all the difference” 


Loopstra was the first person to translate a professional edition of the 
Syriac Aramaic version of the book of Job, which differs from the Hebrew in 
many ways. His most recent translation work has been as editor of portions 
of the New Testament of what will be the first ever English translation of 
the entire Syriac Aramaic Bible. The translation will be used by scholars and 
by tens of thousands of Christians in their liturgies around the world. @ 
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Susan Van Weelden, professor of 
business, dean of business 

Yiith more than 35 years of service at 
Redeemer, Van Weelden has taught 


over 26 different courses and served in 


= 


a vanely of leadership roles. 
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Laurie Busuttil, associate 
professor of business 

A faculty member at Redeemer for 
over 4 decade, Busuttil is Passionate 
about working with not-for-profit 
organizations. 


Two business faculty 
contemplate their 
legacies as they look 
to retirement. 


HAT HAPPENS IN 
the lives of our students 
is what I will measure my 
success by,’ says School 
of Business dean and professor 
Susan Van Weelden. 


Van Weelden and her colleague, 
associate professor of business 
Laurie Busuttil, have been asked 
to consider their legacies as they 
both prepare to retire at the end 
of December. 


“There's nothing more rewarding 
than playing an influential role in 
the development of young people 

at such an important phase of their 
lives” Van Weelden says. “I consider 
it almost sacred trust to be given the 
chance to mold, shape, guide 

and mentor?” 


Van Weelden has been a faculty 
member at Redeemer University for 
more than 35 years. She has been 
instrumental in building a business 
program that balances teaching basic 
business concepts in lecture format 
with the use of the case method to 
incorporate real world experience, 
problems and opportunities. 


Together, Van Weelden and 
Busuttil have published 12 case 
Studies with Ivey Publishing, the 
foremost publisher of case studies 
in Canada. Their publishing success 
began when Van Weelden shared 
her Student Guide to the Case 
Method at a workshop in 2018. 
Ivey Publishing reached out to her 
after the workshop to see if she 
was interested in having the guide 


published. Since then, over 50,000 
copies-18,000 full copies and 37,000 
individual chapters-have been sold 
in 12 different countries around the 
world, including some significant 
adopters like California State 
University - Fullerton, Wilfrid Laurier 
University and McMaster University. 
Several chapters have even been 
translated into Chinese. “That's 
gratifying for us because it validates 
that what we're doing at Redeemer is 
good quality work,” says Van Weelden. 


The case method, pioneered by 
Harvard Business School, is used 

in business programs around the 
world and typically looks at a real- 
world problem or a decision that 
needs to be made by a business or 
organization. Students identify the 
issue, complete analysis, generate 
and evaluate a variety of alternatives, 
then present their decision. It gives 
them the opportunity to look at 
real-world situations for real-world 
organizations, work with a team to 
think through possible directions 
and persuasively communicate a 
proposed solution, showing how 
and why it can work. The issues and 
opportunities may be confined toa 
specific discipline in business, such 
as accounting, marketing, human 
resources or strategic management. 
However, the challenges often 
involve several disciplines, reflecting 
the multifaceted nature of business 
in practice. 


The skills gained through the case 
method are a big part of what 
effectively prepares Redeemer’s 
business graduates for success in 
the workplace and in professional 
programs. 


Van Weelden says they've often been 
able to invite the representative 
from the organization that they 
worked with on the case to a class 
discussion to hear what students 
have to say, interact with them and 
talk about what really happened at 
the organization. 


Busuttil says many of the cases that they have published have 
come about because they've met a pedagogical need in the 
classroom. They've also been able to involve Redeemer students 
in publishing some cases, which is normally an opportunity 
reserved for graduate studies. 


Five of their 12 published cases have involved not-for-profit 
organizations. Faith-based not-for-profit case studies 

have included organizations like Eagles Nest Association 

of Waterdown, International Needs Canada and Options 
Pregnancy Centre. “We're excited that some of the cases we're 
contributing to Ivey's collection-and that are being accepted 
because they're good cases-feature faith-based Organizations. 
As faculty at Redeemer, that's a unique way that we can 
contribute,” says Van Weelden. 


“Anecdotally, in hearing from 
employers who've hired our 
graduates, they all talk about how 
well prepared they are ... how good 


their soft skills are, how comfortable 


they are presenting their ideas...” 


The most common piece of feedback they get from business 
alumni is that the use of the case method really prepared them 

for their role in the workforce. Busuttil says employers agree. 
“Anecdotally, in hearing from employers who've hired our 
graduates, they all talk about how well prepared they are, what 
good communicators they are, how good their soft skills are, how 
comfortable they are presenting their ideas, and that comes out of 
the work that we do with the case method’ 


Knowing they've contributed to many successful careers for 
Redeemer graduates over the years has been rewarding. They 
both agree that building lasting relationships with students over 
the years has contributed to their effectiveness in the classroom. 
Despite significant growth in the program over the last few years, 
they continue to keep a tradition of hosting a special dinner for 
the graduating class. Busuttil shares the story of one cohort of co- 
op students staying behind after dinner to lay hands on them and 
pray for them. “That was a really moving experience.” 


“Holding on to Jesus allows you to do business in a way that is ; 
different, that others will notice something different about you, 

5 Busuttil. “And my prayer is that our graduates will be ready, 
so that when a colleague, customer or employee says, “Theres 
something different about you. What is it?’ the student is prepared 
to give an answer for the hope that lies within them” @ 


say’ 


SPRING 2024 | resound 


i 
L 
t 
‘ 
.) 
Ne 
‘ 
‘ 
t 
t 


"IT TAUGHT ME THAT 
| grew up in southeastern Ghana, KEEPING € OD AT 


the middle child in a Christian 


family of five. Both of my parents THE CENTRE MAKES 


memcnesivmptre | ASIGNIFICANT 
Re de emer le ae school campuses. Also, DIFFERENCE.” 


I spent two years in Germany 
7 doing my M.Sc. work, more than ;, 
O 1ce S four years in Quebec for my 
Becaeceornenesvecessannaeeeeses PhD research and some time in , aay pated * = a és Be 


Vancouver and Pittsburgh for of my class. This was difficult 


Dr. Kenneth Anyomi ae Eanes as an undergraduate in a large 
ae Canada is home. lic university. Despite my best 
recently joined public university. p y bes 


efforts, | finished my first year 
Redeemerasan | with a second-class grade. Then, 
g 
assistant professor | decided | was going to make 


i Stimulating Subject Matter more time for God. | became 
of biology. He's 


ink off ae one of the student leaders of a 
vegetation transition poe at chores, parucury Christian group on campus. To 


trees, as boring and static, but 
scholar who has there's fascinating activity going 


experi enced first onif we look closely! Vegetations 


i é to first-class. It taught me that 
hand how life can transition from one kind to another Vacniig God atthe centenmaKkes 
an very seamlessly, which is called 


cha nge when God is ecological succession. In recent asignificantdifference: 
at the centre. decades, data shows an increase 
in the frequency and intensity 
of disturbances such as fire, 


j wind storms and insects. The In Conversation with Christ 


question is, “How are vegetations 


my amazement, my cumulative 
grade moved from second-class 


responding?" | enjoy disturbance a st seein withy Christ, | 5 

and restoration ecology. thank him forhis goodness'an 
ask for wisdom in putting to work 

sateecs fully the gifts he's given me. When 


| see Jesus face to face, frankly, 


| will be in awe. | will enjoy his 
Teaching Tips presence. 
| believe that it's paramount for 


faculty to recognize students as 
mature, active learners with an 


at and willingness to learn. 

fe must recognize our rol 

facilitators of sis a Nartag In public universities, Christians 
learn beyond the curriculum and have to regularly make the 
delve into the realities of everyday decision to stay Christian. 

life, thereby helping to develop Redeemer is a unique 

the whole person. A key role of environment where staying 
teaching inall science disciplines Christian is the default. Young 

is to build empathy in active people can growin their faith while 
participation. We need firmness, they study, and that's special! 
fairness and flexibility. Understanding that wherever 


you go and whatever you are 
doing ought to be for God's glory 
changes everything. 
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Be reminded of who you are in Christ. 


Hear from engaging speakers, worship 

with others, join in awesome games and 
activities and attend interesting workshops. 
Get ready to experience Jesus’ unconditional 
love and discover how he comes to us 


as the light of life. 


TAKING NOTE 


Welcoming... 


Heidi de Vries ’05 


LEGAL COUNSEL AND VICE 
PRESIDENT, STRATEGIC 
INITIATIVES 


In fall 2023, Heidi de 

| Vries '05 was appointed 
as legal counsel and vice 
president of strategic 
initiatives. De Vries holds 
ajuris doctor (JD) from 
Queen's University and 

a bachelor of arts from Redeemer. She 

| 

| 

' 


brings over a decade of legal and strategic 
leadership experience from her time in 
municipal government administration. She 
looks forward to playing her part in carrying 
Redeemer's vision forward. 


MENTAL HEALTH CASE 
MANAGER 


In January, Karen Lyall became 
Redeemer's first mental health 
Case manager. Lyall brings years 
of experience and education in 
counselling, addictions, suicide 
prevention and providing other 
mental health and personal 
supports. Previously employed in Redeemer's 
campus services department, she is well equipped 
to assess and triage students who need help getting 
connected to mental health support and resources. 


aa 
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Dr. Ridhwan Olaoke 


ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 

OF BUSINESS 

This summer, Dr. Ridhwan Olaoke will be 
joining Redeemer as assistant professor 
of business in Redeemer's School of 
Business. Olaoke holds a PhD in business 
administration from Eastern Mediterranean 
University and has professional industry 
experience in marketing. He has taught 
at a post-secondary level in areas such as e-commerce, 
management and business communication. In addition, 
Olaoke also has a background in ministry, having previously 
served as a pastor in the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus. 


Matthew Schonewille 10 


ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
OF BUSINESS 


e = A 


Matthew Schonewille will be joining 
Redeemer this July as assistant 
professor of business. Schonewille 
holds a bachelor of education from 
Redeemer and a master's degree in 
technology entrepreneurship and 
innovation from McMaster University. 
He comes with extensive teaching experience in college 
and university contexts, currently a faculty member at 
Fanshawe College, and has launched several start-ups. 


Armen Svadjian 


LIBRARY 
DIRECTOR 


Armen Svadjian joined Redeemer 
in January as the new library 
director. He has a master's degree 
in library and information science 
from the University of Toronto and 
a bachelor of arts from McMaster 
University. Svadjian has previously 
worked in libraries such as the Tyndale University 
library and the St. Michael's College library at 

the University of Toronto, and was most recently 
employed at the Oakville Public Library. 


Farewell to... 


PROFESSOR 
OF MUSIC 


After 36 years of faithful service, 
music professor Dr. Chris 
Teeuwsen retired in December 
2023. His music leadership and 
teaching significantly impacted 
many students, alumni, faculty, 
staff and concert audiences. 
Teeuwsen was well known for his passionate and 
articulate understanding of music as worship. 
With a legacy of countless engaging concerts, 
performances and courses, he will be deeply 
missed by the Redeemer community. 


ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
PHILOSOPHY AND CORE STUDIES 


Assistant professor of 
philosophy and core studies 
- Dr. Amber Bowen will be 
»? ‘ leaving Redeemer this 
| ~/ _-' | summer after three years of 
hd | | | service to accept a faculty 
position at Eastern University 
in Pennsylvania. Bowen actively embodied 
the joy and love of learning for the sake of the 
Gospel. Her presence and contributions to 
philosophy and core studies will be missed. 
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COMING EVENTS 


Spring Concert - Mozart Requiem 


APRIL 6] 7:30 P.M. AT REDEEMER UNIVERSITY 


Join the Redeemer Concert Choir, featuring guest musicians for their spring concert, 
Mozart Requiem. This worshipful Latin requiem mass, composed in 1791, is sure to 
delight audiences young and old. Tickets are $35, $30 for students and seniors. 


Senior Art 
Exhibition 


Visit the Redeemer Art Gallery for 
the opening of this year's senior art 
exhibition. Experience art in various 
styles and mediums created by 
Redeemer art majors in their final 
year, Celebrate their work, enjoy 
some refreshments and hear short 
messages from the artists. 
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VEXCHANGE 


Pastor Professor Exchange 


APRIL 17 


Pastors and church leaders are 

invited to join Dr. Raymond Chiu, 
assistant professor of business, as 

he shares about how to understand 
authoritarianism in the world—and 
the church—drawing upon nearly a 
decade of research. He will also speak 
on how pastors can find tangible ways 
to build healthy church cultures. Event 
includes a free, catered lunch. 


For more information about events at Redeemer visit redeemer.ca/events 


54 resound | SPRING 2024 


Alumni & Family Week 


SEPTEMBER 23-28 


Save the date! Alumni & Family Week 
is coming September 23-28, 2024! 
Alumni will have the opportunity to 
reconnect with Redeemer this week 
through a variety of contests and 
events, including the fan favourite 
Royals vs. Alumni Homecoming 
Games. See you there! 


A 
LAME 


Tolkien Conference 


SEPTEMBER 27-28 


Redeemer University 

Join Redeemer for a two-day 
academic conference, A Flame 
Imperishable: The Christian Legacy of 
J.R.R. Tolkien. Hosted by the Wolters 
Centre and the Andrew Fuller Centre 
for Baptist Studies, this event will 
celebrate the life, literary works and 
Christian faith of John Ronald Reuel 
Tolkien (1892-1973). 
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Now Streaming... 


Get an in-depth look at Redeemer University and what it has to offer- 

Programs, research, community, worship, athletics, career oleae : 
tall. 

innovation-through the stories of those who are (or have been) a part ot 


leors are the best 
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starts to matter more, and you take your f 
towards your career and who you will bec 


When you look ahead, you can see adventure and - 


“opportunity on one hand-and a broken world on the 
other. How do those things fit together? The answer 
begins with the truth that Jesus is king over all of it. 


At Redeemer University, you'll have time to learn 
and prepare but also to experiment and explore. 
It's where your faith and future come together so 
you're ready for the road ahead. 


Down that road, you might look back and say that 
these were the best years of your life. And you'll 
remember there were ups and downs, but that going 
there was the best thing you did to get ready. 
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